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SUBJECT: RE-EVALUATION OF USG PARTICIPATION IN THE FIFTH UNCTAD 
INTER-GOVERNMENTAL PREPARATORY GROUP (IPG) ON INTERNATIONAL 
MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORT 

REF: STATE 024300 

MFA (KARKKAINEN AND SATULI) HAS INFORMED EMBASSY 
THAT FINLAND WOULD CONTINUE PARTICIPATION "WITH LOW 
PROFILE" IN THE IPG EVEN IF THE US SHOULD WITHDRAW. THIS 
DECISION WAS DICTATED BY THE MFA'S DESIRE TO MAINTAIN A 
POSTURE OF RESPONSIVENESS TOWARD DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
RATHER THAN BY ANY JUDGMENT CONCERNING THE WORK WITHIN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THE IPG. IN FACT VOLF VON HARPE, CHIEF INSPECTOR IN THE 
MINISTRY FOR TRANSPORTATION, HAD EARLIER EXPRESSED SKEPTICISM 
TO EMBASSY OFFICERS ABOUT PROSPECTS FOR PRODUCTIVE DEVELOPMENTS 
IN THE IPG. HE SAID THAT HE VIEWS POSSIBLE WITHDRAWAL BY THE US 
SYMPATHETICALLY AND THAT IN HIS VIEW THE FINNISH 
GOVERNMENT OUGHT ALSO TO DROP OUT SINCE THE POSITIONS 
OF THE OECD COUNTRIES AND THOSE OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
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EXPRESSED IN PAST MEETINGS OF THE IPG WERE WIDELY 
DIVERGENT AND HARDLY RECONCILABLE IN THE FORESEEABLE 
FUTURE. VON HARPE ADDED THAT THE DECISION ON FINLAND'S 
PARTICIPATION IN THE FIFTH IPG WOULD BE TAKEN BY THE 
MFA, WHICH MIGHT WELL DECIDE TO CONTINUE PARTICIPATION 
FOR THE SAKE OF MAINTAINING A POSITIVE IMAGE ON 
ISSUES IMPINGING ON THE NORTH/SOUTH DIALOGUE. AS 
INDICATED, THIS WAS IN FACT THE FINAL POSITION TAKEN 
BY THE FINNISH GOVERNMENT IN RESPONSE TO OUR 
APPROACH. 
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